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This will be the least enjoyable Director’s Corner I’ve written since I joined PHC. As 
always, I want to thank all our supporters for making everything at PHC possible, 
but I also need to let you know about our current financial struggles.

Coming out of Covid, PHC was financially comfortable. We had a balanced budget (or at least very close to 
balances), and we had enough financial reserves to cover over three years of operations. Unfortunately, the 
after-effects of Covid have changed that. More people needed our help, which led us to add staff. We raised 
our starting salary by 25% to attract qualified staff. We needed more supplies, and inflation compounded the 
problem. In short, we are spending much more than we are bringing in.

Last year, we used $100,000 of our financial reserves, and we budgeted the same amount this year. If we 
continue at this rate, PHC will run out of funds in about two years. We own our building and land mortgage free, 
so we will have a few options at that point, including closing, merging with another organization, or mortgaging 
the property. Obviously, none of these options is desirable.

The Board of Directors and I are examining as many options as we can think of, both to increase our revenues 
and to cut our expenses. We know we have been entrusted with a wonderful resource for the community, and 
we are determined not to be responsible for it disappearing.

As we work through this challenge, we ask you to think creatively about how you can help PHC. Whether you 
pray for PHC, or can find new ways of letting others know about our work, or put us in touch with companies or 
foundations that would fund our needs, or help us find the supplies we need for our community, every little bit 
will help.

As I said at the start, everything that PHC does is made possible by our 
supporters. We’ve provided a place to belong to those who need it since Rose 
Tillemans founded PHC 39 years ago. While I am concerned about our finances, I 
know the value PHC holds for both our community and our supporters, and I am 
confident that together we will find a way of keeping PHC’s doors open. Thank-
you for all you have done, and all you will do.

DIRECTOR’S CORnER

Ahmed’s road to Peace House Community was longer than most, but now that he 
has arrived, he is making the most of his time with us.

Ahmed was born in Somalia in the 1980s, but as war enveloped his country, his 
family came to the U.S. as refugees when he was 14. The trip involved seven 
days on the ocean, a four year stay in a refugee camp in Kenya, and finally a 
one way trip to Rochester, New York in 1992. With his father, step-mother, and 
step-brothers, he settled into his new life by tackling his first big task, which was 
learning English.

Ahmed began his lessons by signing up for something that most kids his age 
would have run from: summer school. “It was summer when they brought us here. 
The schools were closed, but they said ‘Do you want to go to school?’, and I said 
‘Yeah.’ That’s how I started out.” Ahmed ended up doing three sessions of summer 
school, and he credits this with his academic success. Ahmed proved to be a quick 
learner. He finished high school and attended some college, which is impressive for 

someone who didn’t start learning English until he was in his teens. 

Eventually, Ahmed married and began a family of his own. He speaks fondly of his kids, who are now 18, 17, 
15, 14, 13 and 5 years old. In 2013, Ahmed gave in to his wife’s wishes to move the family to Minnesota. “She 
had a twin sister here, and some of the family members lived here, and she wanted to be over here.” He 
began working at a bakery, saved his money, and eventually bought a car and became a Lyft driver. He did 
well, earning up to $80,000 a year by working 16 hours a day, stopping only to sleep and spend time with his 
family. “I was there for them, you know? I had them.” 

But the Covid pandemic interrupted his plans and set him on a different course. “The Covid situation 
happened, and I just kind of drifted off, and lost it, you know what I mean?” Ahmed began using drugs, 
which took him away from his family and brought him to the streets. He still talks to his family and helps out 
when he can, but for the moment he isn’t with them.

About a year ago, he discovered Peace House Community. “I seen people just walking in here, and I’d be like 
‘What’s going on here?’ and just checked it out. And I seen getting served food, and clothes, and all that 
stuff. When I saw that, I was like, ‘Okay, this is the community that really helps you out when you need it. To 
me, it’s like another home to me. That’s what it is”
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Since its founding, Peace House Community has always run with a small 
staff. I deeply appreciate how dedicated and skilled and competent and 
caring our employees are. We couldn’t operate without them.

At the same time, having a small staff means we’re stretched thin, and not 
everything gets done. We’re good at prioritizing, but there are limits to how 
much any one person can do in a day.
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I have often been asked how I manage to do my job with so many competing responsibilities. In my 
case, “Executive Director” means I am the Human Resources, Legal, Community Relations, Fundraising, 
Communications, and Finance departments, along with supervising staff and working with the Board of 
Directors to chart PHC’s future. When people ask how I get it all done, I reply that I’ve gotten good at 
focusing on priorities and ignoring the other stuff. This sometimes frustrates people when I can’t give enough 
attention to their concerns, but one of the sad realities of life at PHC is that we simply can’t do everything that 
is wanted or needed.

Having said that, I hope that as a supporter of PHC, you never feel ignored. PHC is in it’s fifth decade 
because people like you sacrificed for our mission and for the community members who rely on PHC. I 
cannot say too loudly or too often how much I value each gift that PHC’s receives. We can’t do everything, 
but because of you we can do a lot for our community members.

So, to make sure you hear me say it, thank you, thank you, thank you, thank 
you, thank you,  thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you, thank 
you, thank you, thank you …

At Peace House Community, we believe every person deserves a seat at the table and a place to belong. 
Every day, we welcome our community members with compassionate support, nourishing meals, and 
the hope that comes from being seen, valued, and accepted. 

This year's gala theme, A Place at the Table, celebrates that vision. 

At PHC, people can come just as they are—to share a meal, find conversation, express their creativity, 
laugh, build connections and, most importantly, belong. Together, we'll celebrate the power of 
community and the difference we can make when everyone has A Place at the Table and a place to 
belong.  

We invite you to join us for an unforgettable evening as we celebrate the lives that have been 
transformed through the generosity, compassion, and support of our community. 

The evening will feature: 

● Inspiring stories and heartfelt testimonials 
● Special appearances by local celebrities 
● Delicious food 
● Exciting silent and live auctions 
● Meaningful opportunities to connect, give, and make a lasting difference 

Please join us on Thursday, October 29, at the Heritage Center of Brooklyn Center. 

Purchase your tickets at peacehousecommunity.org or by scanning the QR code below. 
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At Peace House Community, we believe every person deserves 
a seat at the table and a place to belong. Every day, we 
welcome our community members with compassionate support, 
nourishing meals, and the hope that comes from being seen, 
valued, and accepted. This year’s gala theme, A Place at the 
Table, celebrates that vision.

At PHC, people can come just as they are—to share a meal, find 
conversation, express their creativity, laugh, build connections 
and, most importantly, belong. Together, we’ll celebrate the 
power of community and the difference we can make when 
everyone has A Place at the Table and a place to belong. 

We invite you to join us for an unforgettable evening as we 
celebrate the lives that have been transformed through the 
generosity, compassion, and support of our community. 

The evening will feature: 

•	 Inspiring stories and heartfelt testimonials
•	 Special appearances by local celebrities
•	 Delicious food
•	 Exciting silent and live auctions
•	 Meaningful opportunities to connect, give, and make a 

lasting difference 

Please join us on Thursday, October 29, at the Heritage 
Center of Brooklyn Center. Purchase your tickets at 
peacehousecommunity.org or by scanning the QR code.

FALL 2026 
NEWSLETTER

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: MEET FLOYD GRABIEL

I am a volunteer at Peace House in Minneapolis. It is a safe place and a 
warm place that has been part of this neighborhood for over 40 years. 
I volunteer on Thursdays. The daily routine provides a breakfast and a 
hot lunch, a time for community discussion, and time to just be in the 
presence of friends and acquaintances. I serve with three women who 
have long tenure as volunteers. We are known as “the Golden Girls plus 
Floyd.” 

Regulars and others who show up include Whites, Blacks, Native Americans, Somali, old, young, 
recent immigrants, naturalized citizens, Hispanics, homeless, addicted, alcoholic, women, men, 
formerly incarcerated individuals, mentally challenged, marginally employed, veterans, the poor and 
near poor people.  

As I neared my first day, I was apprehensive and decided to show up two Thursdays a month. After 
that first day I have been a regular every Thursday. The work – if you call it such – of a volunteer is 
difficult to describe other than to say, “whatever.” Whatever is needed to be a friend with someone 
newly met or someone known for a time, to-wit: clean up a table-top, sweep a spill, manage the 
storeroom, bring someone a napkin or spoon, sit and talk, listen, laugh, commiserate, guide the 
discussion period. What do you do with your friends? That’s what I do as a volunteer. 

I am friends with people whom I never expected to be friends. Willie the poet is a friend. El the
Native of the White Earth tribe is a friend. Ellie, the grandmother with 38 grandkids is a member of 
the Oglala tribe. Mustafa is from Morocco. Freddy is celebrating because he finally qualified for 
housing. Nelson is a Marine veteran who sleeps outside. Kat has been a member almost from the 
beginning some 41 years ago. Sammy is from Liberia. Jimmy is from Sudan. Dave is bipolar. Tom is 
one of the smartest people I know. Carlos always has a smile. And on and on. 

The recent ICE invasion of Minneapolis has increased anxiety for marginalized individuals all over 
the city and that anxiety has been felt in Peace House as well. The threat of confrontation, and 
possible detention is persistent. 

Each time I volunteer is a different experience. Some days are better than others. But each day is 
intensely fulfilling, and I love every minute. Please include the Peace House Community in  
your prayers.
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This will be the least enjoyable Director’s Corner I’ve written since I joined PHC. As 
always, I want to thank all our supporters for making everything at PHC possible, 
but I also need to let you know about our current financial struggles.

Coming out of Covid, PHC was financially comfortable. We had a balanced budget (or at least very close to 
balances), and we had enough financial reserves to cover over three years of operations. Unfortunately, the 
after-effects of Covid have changed that. More people needed our help, which led us to add staff. We raised 
our starting salary by 25% to attract qualified staff. We needed more supplies, and inflation compounded the 
problem. In short, we are spending much more than we are bringing in.

Last year, we used $100,000 of our financial reserves, and we budgeted the same amount this year. If we 
continue at this rate, PHC will run out of funds in about two years. We own our building and land mortgage free, 
so we will have a few options at that point, including closing, merging with another organization, or mortgaging 
the property. Obviously, none of these options is desirable.

The Board of Directors and I are examining as many options as we can think of, both to increase our revenues 
and to cut our expenses. We know we have been entrusted with a wonderful resource for the community, and 
we are determined not to be responsible for it disappearing.

As we work through this challenge, we ask you to think creatively about how you can help PHC. Whether you 
pray for PHC, or can find new ways of letting others know about our work, or put us in touch with companies or 
foundations that would fund our needs, or help us find the supplies we need for our community, every little bit 
will help.

As I said at the start, everything that PHC does is made possible by our 
supporters. We’ve provided a place to belong to those who need it since Rose 
Tillemans founded PHC 39 years ago. While I am concerned about our finances, I 
know the value PHC holds for both our community and our supporters, and I am 
confident that together we will find a way of keeping PHC’s doors open. Thank-
you for all you have done, and all you will do.

DIRECTOR’S CORnER

Ahmed’s road to Peace House Community was longer than most, but now that he 
has arrived, he is making the most of his time with us.

Ahmed was born in Somalia in the 1980s, but as war enveloped his country, his 
family came to the U.S. as refugees when he was 14. The trip involved seven 
days on the ocean, a four year stay in a refugee camp in Kenya, and finally a 
one way trip to Rochester, New York in 1992. With his father, step-mother, and 
step-brothers, he settled into his new life by tackling his first big task, which was 
learning English.

Ahmed began his lessons by signing up for something that most kids his age 
would have run from: summer school. “It was summer when they brought us here. 
The schools were closed, but they said ‘Do you want to go to school?’, and I said 
‘Yeah.’ That’s how I started out.” Ahmed ended up doing three sessions of summer 
school, and he credits this with his academic success. Ahmed proved to be a quick 
learner. He finished high school and attended some college, which is impressive for 

someone who didn’t start learning English until he was in his teens. 

Eventually, Ahmed married and began a family of his own. He speaks fondly of his kids, who are now 18, 17, 
15, 14, 13 and 5 years old. In 2013, Ahmed gave in to his wife’s wishes to move the family to Minnesota. “She 
had a twin sister here, and some of the family members lived here, and she wanted to be over here.” He 
began working at a bakery, saved his money, and eventually bought a car and became a Lyft driver. He did 
well, earning up to $80,000 a year by working 16 hours a day, stopping only to sleep and spend time with his 
family. “I was there for them, you know? I had them.” 

But the Covid pandemic interrupted his plans and set him on a different course. “The Covid situation 
happened, and I just kind of drifted off, and lost it, you know what I mean?” Ahmed began using drugs, 
which took him away from his family and brought him to the streets. He still talks to his family and helps out 
when he can, but for the moment he isn’t with them.

About a year ago, he discovered Peace House Community. “I seen people just walking in here, and I’d be like 
‘What’s going on here?’ and just checked it out. And I seen getting served food, and clothes, and all that 
stuff. When I saw that, I was like, ‘Okay, this is the community that really helps you out when you need it. To 
me, it’s like another home to me. That’s what it is”
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This will be the least enjoyable Director’s Corner I’ve written since I joined PHC. As 
always, I want to thank all our supporters for making everything at PHC possible, 
but I also need to let you know about our current financial struggles.

Coming out of Covid, PHC was financially comfortable. We had a balanced budget (or at least very close to 
balances), and we had enough financial reserves to cover over three years of operations. Unfortunately, the 
after-effects of Covid have changed that. More people needed our help, which led us to add staff. We raised 
our starting salary by 25% to attract qualified staff. We needed more supplies, and inflation compounded the 
problem. In short, we are spending much more than we are bringing in.

Last year, we used $100,000 of our financial reserves, and we budgeted the same amount this year. If we 
continue at this rate, PHC will run out of funds in about two years. We own our building and land mortgage free, 
so we will have a few options at that point, including closing, merging with another organization, or mortgaging 
the property. Obviously, none of these options is desirable.

The Board of Directors and I are examining as many options as we can think of, both to increase our revenues 
and to cut our expenses. We know we have been entrusted with a wonderful resource for the community, and 
we are determined not to be responsible for it disappearing.

As we work through this challenge, we ask you to think creatively about how you can help PHC. Whether you 
pray for PHC, or can find new ways of letting others know about our work, or put us in touch with companies or 
foundations that would fund our needs, or help us find the supplies we need for our community, every little bit 
will help.

As I said at the start, everything that PHC does is made possible by our 
supporters. We’ve provided a place to belong to those who need it since Rose 
Tillemans founded PHC 39 years ago. While I am concerned about our finances, I 
know the value PHC holds for both our community and our supporters, and I am 
confident that together we will find a way of keeping PHC’s doors open. Thank-
you for all you have done, and all you will do.

DIRECTOR’S CORnER

Ahmed’s road to Peace House Community was longer than most, but now that he 
has arrived, he is making the most of his time with us.

Ahmed was born in Somalia in the 1980s, but as war enveloped his country, his 
family came to the U.S. as refugees when he was 14. The trip involved seven 
days on the ocean, a four year stay in a refugee camp in Kenya, and finally a 
one way trip to Rochester, New York in 1992. With his father, step-mother, and 
step-brothers, he settled into his new life by tackling his first big task, which was 
learning English.

Ahmed began his lessons by signing up for something that most kids his age 
would have run from: summer school. “It was summer when they brought us here. 
The schools were closed, but they said ‘Do you want to go to school?’, and I said 
‘Yeah.’ That’s how I started out.” Ahmed ended up doing three sessions of summer 
school, and he credits this with his academic success. Ahmed proved to be a quick 
learner. He finished high school and attended some college, which is impressive for 

someone who didn’t start learning English until he was in his teens. 

Eventually, Ahmed married and began a family of his own. He speaks fondly of his kids, who are now 18, 17, 
15, 14, 13 and 5 years old. In 2013, Ahmed gave in to his wife’s wishes to move the family to Minnesota. “She 
had a twin sister here, and some of the family members lived here, and she wanted to be over here.” He 
began working at a bakery, saved his money, and eventually bought a car and became a Lyft driver. He did 
well, earning up to $80,000 a year by working 16 hours a day, stopping only to sleep and spend time with his 
family. “I was there for them, you know? I had them.” 

But the Covid pandemic interrupted his plans and set him on a different course. “The Covid situation 
happened, and I just kind of drifted off, and lost it, you know what I mean?” Ahmed began using drugs, 
which took him away from his family and brought him to the streets. He still talks to his family and helps out 
when he can, but for the moment he isn’t with them.

About a year ago, he discovered Peace House Community. “I seen people just walking in here, and I’d be like 
‘What’s going on here?’ and just checked it out. And I seen getting served food, and clothes, and all that 
stuff. When I saw that, I was like, ‘Okay, this is the community that really helps you out when you need it. To 
me, it’s like another home to me. That’s what it is”
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This will be the least enjoyable Director’s Corner I’ve written since I joined PHC. As 
always, I want to thank all our supporters for making everything at PHC possible, 
but I also need to let you know about our current financial struggles.

Coming out of Covid, PHC was financially comfortable. We had a balanced budget (or at least very close to 
balances), and we had enough financial reserves to cover over three years of operations. Unfortunately, the 
after-effects of Covid have changed that. More people needed our help, which led us to add staff. We raised 
our starting salary by 25% to attract qualified staff. We needed more supplies, and inflation compounded the 
problem. In short, we are spending much more than we are bringing in.

Last year, we used $100,000 of our financial reserves, and we budgeted the same amount this year. If we 
continue at this rate, PHC will run out of funds in about two years. We own our building and land mortgage free, 
so we will have a few options at that point, including closing, merging with another organization, or mortgaging 
the property. Obviously, none of these options is desirable.

The Board of Directors and I are examining as many options as we can think of, both to increase our revenues 
and to cut our expenses. We know we have been entrusted with a wonderful resource for the community, and 
we are determined not to be responsible for it disappearing.

As we work through this challenge, we ask you to think creatively about how you can help PHC. Whether you 
pray for PHC, or can find new ways of letting others know about our work, or put us in touch with companies or 
foundations that would fund our needs, or help us find the supplies we need for our community, every little bit 
will help.

As I said at the start, everything that PHC does is made possible by our 
supporters. We’ve provided a place to belong to those who need it since Rose 
Tillemans founded PHC 39 years ago. While I am concerned about our finances, I 
know the value PHC holds for both our community and our supporters, and I am 
confident that together we will find a way of keeping PHC’s doors open. Thank-
you for all you have done, and all you will do.

DIRECTOR’S CORnER

Ahmed’s road to Peace House Community was longer than most, but now that he 
has arrived, he is making the most of his time with us.

Ahmed was born in Somalia in the 1980s, but as war enveloped his country, his 
family came to the U.S. as refugees when he was 14. The trip involved seven 
days on the ocean, a four year stay in a refugee camp in Kenya, and finally a 
one way trip to Rochester, New York in 1992. With his father, step-mother, and 
step-brothers, he settled into his new life by tackling his first big task, which was 
learning English.

Ahmed began his lessons by signing up for something that most kids his age 
would have run from: summer school. “It was summer when they brought us here. 
The schools were closed, but they said ‘Do you want to go to school?’, and I said 
‘Yeah.’ That’s how I started out.” Ahmed ended up doing three sessions of summer 
school, and he credits this with his academic success. Ahmed proved to be a quick 
learner. He finished high school and attended some college, which is impressive for 

someone who didn’t start learning English until he was in his teens. 

Eventually, Ahmed married and began a family of his own. He speaks fondly of his kids, who are now 18, 17, 
15, 14, 13 and 5 years old. In 2013, Ahmed gave in to his wife’s wishes to move the family to Minnesota. “She 
had a twin sister here, and some of the family members lived here, and she wanted to be over here.” He 
began working at a bakery, saved his money, and eventually bought a car and became a Lyft driver. He did 
well, earning up to $80,000 a year by working 16 hours a day, stopping only to sleep and spend time with his 
family. “I was there for them, you know? I had them.” 

But the Covid pandemic interrupted his plans and set him on a different course. “The Covid situation 
happened, and I just kind of drifted off, and lost it, you know what I mean?” Ahmed began using drugs, 
which took him away from his family and brought him to the streets. He still talks to his family and helps out 
when he can, but for the moment he isn’t with them.

About a year ago, he discovered Peace House Community. “I seen people just walking in here, and I’d be like 
‘What’s going on here?’ and just checked it out. And I seen getting served food, and clothes, and all that 
stuff. When I saw that, I was like, ‘Okay, this is the community that really helps you out when you need it. To 
me, it’s like another home to me. That’s what it is”
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“It feels good to walk through that Peace House 
door, seeing everybody happy to see me. I have been 
gone for nine months, and it feels great to walk back 
through the door again. People are happy to see me 
and I’m happy to see them. It’s a good environment 
‘cause I have friends that misses me so much.”

So says Regina, one of Peace House Community’s long-
time community members. She’s been part of PHC since 
about 2013, when she moved from Chicago to be closer 
to her kids. Over the years, she dealt with debilitating hip 
problems and drug use, but she’s come through it all to 
make a new life for herself. Her friends at PHC were a 
big part of her journey. 

…Regina’s Story Continued on page 2
Regina is all smiles these days

Community Member Spotlight: 
The Power of Friendship
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This will be the least enjoyable Director’s Corner I’ve written since I joined PHC. As 
always, I want to thank all our supporters for making everything at PHC possible, 
but I also need to let you know about our current financial struggles.

Coming out of Covid, PHC was financially comfortable. We had a balanced budget (or at least very close to 
balances), and we had enough financial reserves to cover over three years of operations. Unfortunately, the 
after-effects of Covid have changed that. More people needed our help, which led us to add staff. We raised 
our starting salary by 25% to attract qualified staff. We needed more supplies, and inflation compounded the 
problem. In short, we are spending much more than we are bringing in.

Last year, we used $100,000 of our financial reserves, and we budgeted the same amount this year. If we 
continue at this rate, PHC will run out of funds in about two years. We own our building and land mortgage free, 
so we will have a few options at that point, including closing, merging with another organization, or mortgaging 
the property. Obviously, none of these options is desirable.

The Board of Directors and I are examining as many options as we can think of, both to increase our revenues 
and to cut our expenses. We know we have been entrusted with a wonderful resource for the community, and 
we are determined not to be responsible for it disappearing.

As we work through this challenge, we ask you to think creatively about how you can help PHC. Whether you 
pray for PHC, or can find new ways of letting others know about our work, or put us in touch with companies or 
foundations that would fund our needs, or help us find the supplies we need for our community, every little bit 
will help.

As I said at the start, everything that PHC does is made possible by our 
supporters. We’ve provided a place to belong to those who need it since Rose 
Tillemans founded PHC 39 years ago. While I am concerned about our finances, I 
know the value PHC holds for both our community and our supporters, and I am 
confident that together we will find a way of keeping PHC’s doors open. Thank-
you for all you have done, and all you will do.

DIRECTOR’S CORnER

Ahmed’s road to Peace House Community was longer than most, but now that he 
has arrived, he is making the most of his time with us.

Ahmed was born in Somalia in the 1980s, but as war enveloped his country, his 
family came to the U.S. as refugees when he was 14. The trip involved seven 
days on the ocean, a four year stay in a refugee camp in Kenya, and finally a 
one way trip to Rochester, New York in 1992. With his father, step-mother, and 
step-brothers, he settled into his new life by tackling his first big task, which was 
learning English.

Ahmed began his lessons by signing up for something that most kids his age 
would have run from: summer school. “It was summer when they brought us here. 
The schools were closed, but they said ‘Do you want to go to school?’, and I said 
‘Yeah.’ That’s how I started out.” Ahmed ended up doing three sessions of summer 
school, and he credits this with his academic success. Ahmed proved to be a quick 
learner. He finished high school and attended some college, which is impressive for 

someone who didn’t start learning English until he was in his teens. 

Eventually, Ahmed married and began a family of his own. He speaks fondly of his kids, who are now 18, 17, 
15, 14, 13 and 5 years old. In 2013, Ahmed gave in to his wife’s wishes to move the family to Minnesota. “She 
had a twin sister here, and some of the family members lived here, and she wanted to be over here.” He 
began working at a bakery, saved his money, and eventually bought a car and became a Lyft driver. He did 
well, earning up to $80,000 a year by working 16 hours a day, stopping only to sleep and spend time with his 
family. “I was there for them, you know? I had them.” 

But the Covid pandemic interrupted his plans and set him on a different course. “The Covid situation 
happened, and I just kind of drifted off, and lost it, you know what I mean?” Ahmed began using drugs, 
which took him away from his family and brought him to the streets. He still talks to his family and helps out 
when he can, but for the moment he isn’t with them.

About a year ago, he discovered Peace House Community. “I seen people just walking in here, and I’d be like 
‘What’s going on here?’ and just checked it out. And I seen getting served food, and clothes, and all that 
stuff. When I saw that, I was like, ‘Okay, this is the community that really helps you out when you need it. To 
me, it’s like another home to me. That’s what it is”

Continued on inside right page...

NON-PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE

PAID
TWIN CITIES MN
PERMIT NO. 1024

Photo credit Mike Hazard

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: MEET FLOYD GRABIEL

I am a volunteer at Peace House in Minneapolis. It is a safe place and a 
warm place that has been part of this neighborhood for over 40 years. 
I volunteer on Thursdays. The daily routine provides a breakfast and a 
hot lunch, a time for community discussion, and time to just be in the 
presence of friends and acquaintances. I serve with three women who 
have long tenure as volunteers. We are known as “the Golden Girls plus 
Floyd.” 

Regulars and others who show up include Whites, Blacks, Native Americans, Somali, old, young, 
recent immigrants, naturalized citizens, Hispanics, homeless, addicted, alcoholic, women, men, 
formerly incarcerated individuals, mentally challenged, marginally employed, veterans, the poor and 
near poor people.  

As I neared my first day, I was apprehensive and decided to show up two Thursdays a month. After 
that first day I have been a regular every Thursday. The work – if you call it such – of a volunteer is 
difficult to describe other than to say, “whatever.” Whatever is needed to be a friend with someone 
newly met or someone known for a time, to-wit: clean up a table-top, sweep a spill, manage the 
storeroom, bring someone a napkin or spoon, sit and talk, listen, laugh, commiserate, guide the 
discussion period. What do you do with your friends? That’s what I do as a volunteer. 

I am friends with people whom I never expected to be friends. Willie the poet is a friend. El the
Native of the White Earth tribe is a friend. Ellie, the grandmother with 38 grandkids is a member of 
the Oglala tribe. Mustafa is from Morocco. Freddy is celebrating because he finally qualified for 
housing. Nelson is a Marine veteran who sleeps outside. Kat has been a member almost from the 
beginning some 41 years ago. Sammy is from Liberia. Jimmy is from Sudan. Dave is bipolar. Tom is 
one of the smartest people I know. Carlos always has a smile. And on and on. 

The recent ICE invasion of Minneapolis has increased anxiety for marginalized individuals all over 
the city and that anxiety has been felt in Peace House as well. The threat of confrontation, and 
possible detention is persistent. 

Each time I volunteer is a different experience. Some days are better than others. But each day is 
intensely fulfilling, and I love every minute. Please include the Peace House Community in  
your prayers.
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a safe space for everyone. PHC enriches 
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everyone who comes through its doors.
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This will be the least enjoyable Director’s Corner I’ve written since I joined PHC. As 
always, I want to thank all our supporters for making everything at PHC possible, 
but I also need to let you know about our current financial struggles.

Coming out of Covid, PHC was financially comfortable. We had a balanced budget (or at least very close to 
balances), and we had enough financial reserves to cover over three years of operations. Unfortunately, the 
after-effects of Covid have changed that. More people needed our help, which led us to add staff. We raised 
our starting salary by 25% to attract qualified staff. We needed more supplies, and inflation compounded the 
problem. In short, we are spending much more than we are bringing in.

Last year, we used $100,000 of our financial reserves, and we budgeted the same amount this year. If we 
continue at this rate, PHC will run out of funds in about two years. We own our building and land mortgage free, 
so we will have a few options at that point, including closing, merging with another organization, or mortgaging 
the property. Obviously, none of these options is desirable.

The Board of Directors and I are examining as many options as we can think of, both to increase our revenues 
and to cut our expenses. We know we have been entrusted with a wonderful resource for the community, and 
we are determined not to be responsible for it disappearing.

As we work through this challenge, we ask you to think creatively about how you can help PHC. Whether you 
pray for PHC, or can find new ways of letting others know about our work, or put us in touch with companies or 
foundations that would fund our needs, or help us find the supplies we need for our community, every little bit 
will help.

As I said at the start, everything that PHC does is made possible by our 
supporters. We’ve provided a place to belong to those who need it since Rose 
Tillemans founded PHC 39 years ago. While I am concerned about our finances, I 
know the value PHC holds for both our community and our supporters, and I am 
confident that together we will find a way of keeping PHC’s doors open. Thank-
you for all you have done, and all you will do.

DIRECTOR’S CORnER

Ahmed’s road to Peace House Community was longer than most, but now that he 
has arrived, he is making the most of his time with us.

Ahmed was born in Somalia in the 1980s, but as war enveloped his country, his 
family came to the U.S. as refugees when he was 14. The trip involved seven 
days on the ocean, a four year stay in a refugee camp in Kenya, and finally a 
one way trip to Rochester, New York in 1992. With his father, step-mother, and 
step-brothers, he settled into his new life by tackling his first big task, which was 
learning English.

Ahmed began his lessons by signing up for something that most kids his age 
would have run from: summer school. “It was summer when they brought us here. 
The schools were closed, but they said ‘Do you want to go to school?’, and I said 
‘Yeah.’ That’s how I started out.” Ahmed ended up doing three sessions of summer 
school, and he credits this with his academic success. Ahmed proved to be a quick 
learner. He finished high school and attended some college, which is impressive for 

someone who didn’t start learning English until he was in his teens. 

Eventually, Ahmed married and began a family of his own. He speaks fondly of his kids, who are now 18, 17, 
15, 14, 13 and 5 years old. In 2013, Ahmed gave in to his wife’s wishes to move the family to Minnesota. “She 
had a twin sister here, and some of the family members lived here, and she wanted to be over here.” He 
began working at a bakery, saved his money, and eventually bought a car and became a Lyft driver. He did 
well, earning up to $80,000 a year by working 16 hours a day, stopping only to sleep and spend time with his 
family. “I was there for them, you know? I had them.” 

But the Covid pandemic interrupted his plans and set him on a different course. “The Covid situation 
happened, and I just kind of drifted off, and lost it, you know what I mean?” Ahmed began using drugs, 
which took him away from his family and brought him to the streets. He still talks to his family and helps out 
when he can, but for the moment he isn’t with them.

About a year ago, he discovered Peace House Community. “I seen people just walking in here, and I’d be like 
‘What’s going on here?’ and just checked it out. And I seen getting served food, and clothes, and all that 
stuff. When I saw that, I was like, ‘Okay, this is the community that really helps you out when you need it. To 
me, it’s like another home to me. That’s what it is”
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This will be the least enjoyable Director’s Corner I’ve written since I joined PHC. As 
always, I want to thank all our supporters for making everything at PHC possible, 
but I also need to let you know about our current financial struggles.

Coming out of Covid, PHC was financially comfortable. We had a balanced budget (or at least very close to 
balances), and we had enough financial reserves to cover over three years of operations. Unfortunately, the 
after-effects of Covid have changed that. More people needed our help, which led us to add staff. We raised 
our starting salary by 25% to attract qualified staff. We needed more supplies, and inflation compounded the 
problem. In short, we are spending much more than we are bringing in.

Last year, we used $100,000 of our financial reserves, and we budgeted the same amount this year. If we 
continue at this rate, PHC will run out of funds in about two years. We own our building and land mortgage free, 
so we will have a few options at that point, including closing, merging with another organization, or mortgaging 
the property. Obviously, none of these options is desirable.

The Board of Directors and I are examining as many options as we can think of, both to increase our revenues 
and to cut our expenses. We know we have been entrusted with a wonderful resource for the community, and 
we are determined not to be responsible for it disappearing.

As we work through this challenge, we ask you to think creatively about how you can help PHC. Whether you 
pray for PHC, or can find new ways of letting others know about our work, or put us in touch with companies or 
foundations that would fund our needs, or help us find the supplies we need for our community, every little bit 
will help.

As I said at the start, everything that PHC does is made possible by our 
supporters. We’ve provided a place to belong to those who need it since Rose 
Tillemans founded PHC 39 years ago. While I am concerned about our finances, I 
know the value PHC holds for both our community and our supporters, and I am 
confident that together we will find a way of keeping PHC’s doors open. Thank-
you for all you have done, and all you will do.

DIRECTOR’S CORnER

Ahmed’s road to Peace House Community was longer than most, but now that he 
has arrived, he is making the most of his time with us.

Ahmed was born in Somalia in the 1980s, but as war enveloped his country, his 
family came to the U.S. as refugees when he was 14. The trip involved seven 
days on the ocean, a four year stay in a refugee camp in Kenya, and finally a 
one way trip to Rochester, New York in 1992. With his father, step-mother, and 
step-brothers, he settled into his new life by tackling his first big task, which was 
learning English.

Ahmed began his lessons by signing up for something that most kids his age 
would have run from: summer school. “It was summer when they brought us here. 
The schools were closed, but they said ‘Do you want to go to school?’, and I said 
‘Yeah.’ That’s how I started out.” Ahmed ended up doing three sessions of summer 
school, and he credits this with his academic success. Ahmed proved to be a quick 
learner. He finished high school and attended some college, which is impressive for 

someone who didn’t start learning English until he was in his teens. 

Eventually, Ahmed married and began a family of his own. He speaks fondly of his kids, who are now 18, 17, 
15, 14, 13 and 5 years old. In 2013, Ahmed gave in to his wife’s wishes to move the family to Minnesota. “She 
had a twin sister here, and some of the family members lived here, and she wanted to be over here.” He 
began working at a bakery, saved his money, and eventually bought a car and became a Lyft driver. He did 
well, earning up to $80,000 a year by working 16 hours a day, stopping only to sleep and spend time with his 
family. “I was there for them, you know? I had them.” 

But the Covid pandemic interrupted his plans and set him on a different course. “The Covid situation 
happened, and I just kind of drifted off, and lost it, you know what I mean?” Ahmed began using drugs, 
which took him away from his family and brought him to the streets. He still talks to his family and helps out 
when he can, but for the moment he isn’t with them.

About a year ago, he discovered Peace House Community. “I seen people just walking in here, and I’d be like 
‘What’s going on here?’ and just checked it out. And I seen getting served food, and clothes, and all that 
stuff. When I saw that, I was like, ‘Okay, this is the community that really helps you out when you need it. To 
me, it’s like another home to me. That’s what it is”
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This will be the least enjoyable Director’s Corner I’ve written since I joined PHC. As 
always, I want to thank all our supporters for making everything at PHC possible, 
but I also need to let you know about our current financial struggles.

Coming out of Covid, PHC was financially comfortable. We had a balanced budget (or at least very close to 
balances), and we had enough financial reserves to cover over three years of operations. Unfortunately, the 
after-effects of Covid have changed that. More people needed our help, which led us to add staff. We raised 
our starting salary by 25% to attract qualified staff. We needed more supplies, and inflation compounded the 
problem. In short, we are spending much more than we are bringing in.

Last year, we used $100,000 of our financial reserves, and we budgeted the same amount this year. If we 
continue at this rate, PHC will run out of funds in about two years. We own our building and land mortgage free, 
so we will have a few options at that point, including closing, merging with another organization, or mortgaging 
the property. Obviously, none of these options is desirable.

The Board of Directors and I are examining as many options as we can think of, both to increase our revenues 
and to cut our expenses. We know we have been entrusted with a wonderful resource for the community, and 
we are determined not to be responsible for it disappearing.

As we work through this challenge, we ask you to think creatively about how you can help PHC. Whether you 
pray for PHC, or can find new ways of letting others know about our work, or put us in touch with companies or 
foundations that would fund our needs, or help us find the supplies we need for our community, every little bit 
will help.

As I said at the start, everything that PHC does is made possible by our 
supporters. We’ve provided a place to belong to those who need it since Rose 
Tillemans founded PHC 39 years ago. While I am concerned about our finances, I 
know the value PHC holds for both our community and our supporters, and I am 
confident that together we will find a way of keeping PHC’s doors open. Thank-
you for all you have done, and all you will do.

DIRECTOR’S CORnER

Ahmed’s road to Peace House Community was longer than most, but now that he 
has arrived, he is making the most of his time with us.

Ahmed was born in Somalia in the 1980s, but as war enveloped his country, his 
family came to the U.S. as refugees when he was 14. The trip involved seven 
days on the ocean, a four year stay in a refugee camp in Kenya, and finally a 
one way trip to Rochester, New York in 1992. With his father, step-mother, and 
step-brothers, he settled into his new life by tackling his first big task, which was 
learning English.

Ahmed began his lessons by signing up for something that most kids his age 
would have run from: summer school. “It was summer when they brought us here. 
The schools were closed, but they said ‘Do you want to go to school?’, and I said 
‘Yeah.’ That’s how I started out.” Ahmed ended up doing three sessions of summer 
school, and he credits this with his academic success. Ahmed proved to be a quick 
learner. He finished high school and attended some college, which is impressive for 

someone who didn’t start learning English until he was in his teens. 

Eventually, Ahmed married and began a family of his own. He speaks fondly of his kids, who are now 18, 17, 
15, 14, 13 and 5 years old. In 2013, Ahmed gave in to his wife’s wishes to move the family to Minnesota. “She 
had a twin sister here, and some of the family members lived here, and she wanted to be over here.” He 
began working at a bakery, saved his money, and eventually bought a car and became a Lyft driver. He did 
well, earning up to $80,000 a year by working 16 hours a day, stopping only to sleep and spend time with his 
family. “I was there for them, you know? I had them.” 

But the Covid pandemic interrupted his plans and set him on a different course. “The Covid situation 
happened, and I just kind of drifted off, and lost it, you know what I mean?” Ahmed began using drugs, 
which took him away from his family and brought him to the streets. He still talks to his family and helps out 
when he can, but for the moment he isn’t with them.

About a year ago, he discovered Peace House Community. “I seen people just walking in here, and I’d be like 
‘What’s going on here?’ and just checked it out. And I seen getting served food, and clothes, and all that 
stuff. When I saw that, I was like, ‘Okay, this is the community that really helps you out when you need it. To 
me, it’s like another home to me. That’s what it is”
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“It feels good to walk through that Peace House 
door, seeing everybody happy to see me. I have been 
gone for nine months, and it feels great to walk back 
through the door again. People are happy to see me 
and I’m happy to see them. It’s a good environment 
‘cause I have friends that misses me so much.”

So says Regina, one of Peace House Community’s long-
time community members. She’s been part of PHC since 
about 2013, when she moved from Chicago to be closer 
to her kids. Over the years, she dealt with debilitating hip 
problems and drug use, but she’s come through it all to 
make a new life for herself. Her friends at PHC were a 
big part of her journey. 

…Regina’s Story Continued on page 2
Regina is all smiles these days

Community Member Spotlight: 
The Power of Friendship
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This will be the least enjoyable Director’s Corner I’ve written since I joined PHC. As 
always, I want to thank all our supporters for making everything at PHC possible, 
but I also need to let you know about our current financial struggles.

Coming out of Covid, PHC was financially comfortable. We had a balanced budget (or at least very close to 
balances), and we had enough financial reserves to cover over three years of operations. Unfortunately, the 
after-effects of Covid have changed that. More people needed our help, which led us to add staff. We raised 
our starting salary by 25% to attract qualified staff. We needed more supplies, and inflation compounded the 
problem. In short, we are spending much more than we are bringing in.

Last year, we used $100,000 of our financial reserves, and we budgeted the same amount this year. If we 
continue at this rate, PHC will run out of funds in about two years. We own our building and land mortgage free, 
so we will have a few options at that point, including closing, merging with another organization, or mortgaging 
the property. Obviously, none of these options is desirable.

The Board of Directors and I are examining as many options as we can think of, both to increase our revenues 
and to cut our expenses. We know we have been entrusted with a wonderful resource for the community, and 
we are determined not to be responsible for it disappearing.

As we work through this challenge, we ask you to think creatively about how you can help PHC. Whether you 
pray for PHC, or can find new ways of letting others know about our work, or put us in touch with companies or 
foundations that would fund our needs, or help us find the supplies we need for our community, every little bit 
will help.

As I said at the start, everything that PHC does is made possible by our 
supporters. We’ve provided a place to belong to those who need it since Rose 
Tillemans founded PHC 39 years ago. While I am concerned about our finances, I 
know the value PHC holds for both our community and our supporters, and I am 
confident that together we will find a way of keeping PHC’s doors open. Thank-
you for all you have done, and all you will do.

DIRECTOR’S CORnER

Ahmed’s road to Peace House Community was longer than most, but now that he 
has arrived, he is making the most of his time with us.

Ahmed was born in Somalia in the 1980s, but as war enveloped his country, his 
family came to the U.S. as refugees when he was 14. The trip involved seven 
days on the ocean, a four year stay in a refugee camp in Kenya, and finally a 
one way trip to Rochester, New York in 1992. With his father, step-mother, and 
step-brothers, he settled into his new life by tackling his first big task, which was 
learning English.

Ahmed began his lessons by signing up for something that most kids his age 
would have run from: summer school. “It was summer when they brought us here. 
The schools were closed, but they said ‘Do you want to go to school?’, and I said 
‘Yeah.’ That’s how I started out.” Ahmed ended up doing three sessions of summer 
school, and he credits this with his academic success. Ahmed proved to be a quick 
learner. He finished high school and attended some college, which is impressive for 

someone who didn’t start learning English until he was in his teens. 

Eventually, Ahmed married and began a family of his own. He speaks fondly of his kids, who are now 18, 17, 
15, 14, 13 and 5 years old. In 2013, Ahmed gave in to his wife’s wishes to move the family to Minnesota. “She 
had a twin sister here, and some of the family members lived here, and she wanted to be over here.” He 
began working at a bakery, saved his money, and eventually bought a car and became a Lyft driver. He did 
well, earning up to $80,000 a year by working 16 hours a day, stopping only to sleep and spend time with his 
family. “I was there for them, you know? I had them.” 

But the Covid pandemic interrupted his plans and set him on a different course. “The Covid situation 
happened, and I just kind of drifted off, and lost it, you know what I mean?” Ahmed began using drugs, 
which took him away from his family and brought him to the streets. He still talks to his family and helps out 
when he can, but for the moment he isn’t with them.

About a year ago, he discovered Peace House Community. “I seen people just walking in here, and I’d be like 
‘What’s going on here?’ and just checked it out. And I seen getting served food, and clothes, and all that 
stuff. When I saw that, I was like, ‘Okay, this is the community that really helps you out when you need it. To 
me, it’s like another home to me. That’s what it is”
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after-effects of Covid have changed that. More people needed our help, which led us to add staff. We raised 
our starting salary by 25% to attract qualified staff. We needed more supplies, and inflation compounded the 
problem. In short, we are spending much more than we are bringing in.

Last year, we used $100,000 of our financial reserves, and we budgeted the same amount this year. If we 
continue at this rate, PHC will run out of funds in about two years. We own our building and land mortgage free, 
so we will have a few options at that point, including closing, merging with another organization, or mortgaging 
the property. Obviously, none of these options is desirable.

The Board of Directors and I are examining as many options as we can think of, both to increase our revenues 
and to cut our expenses. We know we have been entrusted with a wonderful resource for the community, and 
we are determined not to be responsible for it disappearing.

As we work through this challenge, we ask you to think creatively about how you can help PHC. Whether you 
pray for PHC, or can find new ways of letting others know about our work, or put us in touch with companies or 
foundations that would fund our needs, or help us find the supplies we need for our community, every little bit 
will help.

As I said at the start, everything that PHC does is made possible by our 
supporters. We’ve provided a place to belong to those who need it since Rose 
Tillemans founded PHC 39 years ago. While I am concerned about our finances, I 
know the value PHC holds for both our community and our supporters, and I am 
confident that together we will find a way of keeping PHC’s doors open. Thank-
you for all you have done, and all you will do.
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Ahmed’s road to Peace House Community was longer than most, but now that he 
has arrived, he is making the most of his time with us.

Ahmed was born in Somalia in the 1980s, but as war enveloped his country, his 
family came to the U.S. as refugees when he was 14. The trip involved seven 
days on the ocean, a four year stay in a refugee camp in Kenya, and finally a 
one way trip to Rochester, New York in 1992. With his father, step-mother, and 
step-brothers, he settled into his new life by tackling his first big task, which was 
learning English.

Ahmed began his lessons by signing up for something that most kids his age 
would have run from: summer school. “It was summer when they brought us here. 
The schools were closed, but they said ‘Do you want to go to school?’, and I said 
‘Yeah.’ That’s how I started out.” Ahmed ended up doing three sessions of summer 
school, and he credits this with his academic success. Ahmed proved to be a quick 
learner. He finished high school and attended some college, which is impressive for 

someone who didn’t start learning English until he was in his teens. 

Eventually, Ahmed married and began a family of his own. He speaks fondly of his kids, who are now 18, 17, 
15, 14, 13 and 5 years old. In 2013, Ahmed gave in to his wife’s wishes to move the family to Minnesota. “She 
had a twin sister here, and some of the family members lived here, and she wanted to be over here.” He 
began working at a bakery, saved his money, and eventually bought a car and became a Lyft driver. He did 
well, earning up to $80,000 a year by working 16 hours a day, stopping only to sleep and spend time with his 
family. “I was there for them, you know? I had them.” 

But the Covid pandemic interrupted his plans and set him on a different course. “The Covid situation 
happened, and I just kind of drifted off, and lost it, you know what I mean?” Ahmed began using drugs, 
which took him away from his family and brought him to the streets. He still talks to his family and helps out 
when he can, but for the moment he isn’t with them.

About a year ago, he discovered Peace House Community. “I seen people just walking in here, and I’d be like 
‘What’s going on here?’ and just checked it out. And I seen getting served food, and clothes, and all that 
stuff. When I saw that, I was like, ‘Okay, this is the community that really helps you out when you need it. To 
me, it’s like another home to me. That’s what it is”
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problem. In short, we are spending much more than we are bringing in.

Last year, we used $100,000 of our financial reserves, and we budgeted the same amount this year. If we 
continue at this rate, PHC will run out of funds in about two years. We own our building and land mortgage free, 
so we will have a few options at that point, including closing, merging with another organization, or mortgaging 
the property. Obviously, none of these options is desirable.

The Board of Directors and I are examining as many options as we can think of, both to increase our revenues 
and to cut our expenses. We know we have been entrusted with a wonderful resource for the community, and 
we are determined not to be responsible for it disappearing.

As we work through this challenge, we ask you to think creatively about how you can help PHC. Whether you 
pray for PHC, or can find new ways of letting others know about our work, or put us in touch with companies or 
foundations that would fund our needs, or help us find the supplies we need for our community, every little bit 
will help.

As I said at the start, everything that PHC does is made possible by our 
supporters. We’ve provided a place to belong to those who need it since Rose 
Tillemans founded PHC 39 years ago. While I am concerned about our finances, I 
know the value PHC holds for both our community and our supporters, and I am 
confident that together we will find a way of keeping PHC’s doors open. Thank-
you for all you have done, and all you will do.
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Ahmed’s road to Peace House Community was longer than most, but now that he 
has arrived, he is making the most of his time with us.

Ahmed was born in Somalia in the 1980s, but as war enveloped his country, his 
family came to the U.S. as refugees when he was 14. The trip involved seven 
days on the ocean, a four year stay in a refugee camp in Kenya, and finally a 
one way trip to Rochester, New York in 1992. With his father, step-mother, and 
step-brothers, he settled into his new life by tackling his first big task, which was 
learning English.

Ahmed began his lessons by signing up for something that most kids his age 
would have run from: summer school. “It was summer when they brought us here. 
The schools were closed, but they said ‘Do you want to go to school?’, and I said 
‘Yeah.’ That’s how I started out.” Ahmed ended up doing three sessions of summer 
school, and he credits this with his academic success. Ahmed proved to be a quick 
learner. He finished high school and attended some college, which is impressive for 

someone who didn’t start learning English until he was in his teens. 

Eventually, Ahmed married and began a family of his own. He speaks fondly of his kids, who are now 18, 17, 
15, 14, 13 and 5 years old. In 2013, Ahmed gave in to his wife’s wishes to move the family to Minnesota. “She 
had a twin sister here, and some of the family members lived here, and she wanted to be over here.” He 
began working at a bakery, saved his money, and eventually bought a car and became a Lyft driver. He did 
well, earning up to $80,000 a year by working 16 hours a day, stopping only to sleep and spend time with his 
family. “I was there for them, you know? I had them.” 

But the Covid pandemic interrupted his plans and set him on a different course. “The Covid situation 
happened, and I just kind of drifted off, and lost it, you know what I mean?” Ahmed began using drugs, 
which took him away from his family and brought him to the streets. He still talks to his family and helps out 
when he can, but for the moment he isn’t with them.

About a year ago, he discovered Peace House Community. “I seen people just walking in here, and I’d be like 
‘What’s going on here?’ and just checked it out. And I seen getting served food, and clothes, and all that 
stuff. When I saw that, I was like, ‘Okay, this is the community that really helps you out when you need it. To 
me, it’s like another home to me. That’s what it is”
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While I was working on my Master’s Degree 25 years ago, I read an article called 
“What Sport Are We Playing?”, which was written by one of the professors. He 
used different sports to illustrate the challenges organizations face as they grow. 
They don’t  just get bigger, they get more complex.

When you play golf, you are the only one responsible for your score. Whether you have a good day or a bad day, it’s 
because of how you played. Football teams were on the other end of the spectrum. Each position has its own coach, 
and the teams are so large that half the team (the offense) never gets to play with the other half (the defense). The 
communication and coordination required to win are amazing, and one person making one good or bad play can 
decide everyone’s fate.

Peace House Community has grown over the years. Rose Tillemans started out by herself, but she gradually 
attracted volunteers and supporters. The sports metaphor helps me recognize the challenges and opportunities 
that PHC faces today. We’re large enough that we need good communication to make sure everyone knows what’s 
happening and where we want to go, but we’re small enough that we all work together.

I want you to understand that as one of our supporters, you are not a fan, sitting in the bleachers, watching us 
play the game. By donating money, food, clothing, etc., you participate in our mission. By sending questions or 
suggestions, you coach us on which direction to take in the future. By telling your friends about us, you recruit our 
next generation of “players.” In short, you are a part of our team, and you have a share in any success PHC has.

Thank you for being part of our team, and part of our community.
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The schools were closed, but they said ‘Do you want to go to school?’, and I said 
‘Yeah.’ That’s how I started out.” Ahmed ended up doing three sessions of summer 
school, and he credits this with his academic success. Ahmed proved to be a quick 
learner. He finished high school and attended some college, which is impressive for 

someone who didn’t start learning English until he was in his teens. 

Eventually, Ahmed married and began a family of his own. He speaks fondly of his kids, who are now 18, 17, 
15, 14, 13 and 5 years old. In 2013, Ahmed gave in to his wife’s wishes to move the family to Minnesota. “She 
had a twin sister here, and some of the family members lived here, and she wanted to be over here.” He 
began working at a bakery, saved his money, and eventually bought a car and became a Lyft driver. He did 
well, earning up to $80,000 a year by working 16 hours a day, stopping only to sleep and spend time with his 
family. “I was there for them, you know? I had them.” 

But the Covid pandemic interrupted his plans and set him on a different course. “The Covid situation 
happened, and I just kind of drifted off, and lost it, you know what I mean?” Ahmed began using drugs, 
which took him away from his family and brought him to the streets. He still talks to his family and helps out 
when he can, but for the moment he isn’t with them.

About a year ago, he discovered Peace House Community. “I seen people just walking in here, and I’d be like 
‘What’s going on here?’ and just checked it out. And I seen getting served food, and clothes, and all that 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT



On September 15, a group of community members, supporters, volunteers, and staff left the 
Peace House Community building for a 10 mile bike ride around Lake of the Isles and Bde 
Maka Ska. We had perfect weather and enjoyed a great time of fellowship and fresh air during 
the ride. A delicious BBQ lunch was waiting for the riders when they got back to Peace House. 
The ride raised $7,000 for PHC. With the lessons we learned this year, we hope to put on an 
even bigger ride next year.

In Memoriam 

CARLSON*** Please layout these images and obits  

Rezene Testatsion 
Rezene Tesfatsion arrived in Minnesota from Ethiopia as a bright 17-year-old college student with great 
potential and a dark past. He spoke little about his academic achievements and less of experiences as a 
child soldier in his war-torn country. At Peace House Community, he was well-known for jokes that 
played off his mock vanity and supposed fierceness, but throughout the wider community he was well-
loved for quiet generosity and joy in the successes of others.  

 
 
Randip Satoskar, aka Rand 
Randip “Rand” Satoskar was a brilliant hermit in the heart of the city. His tent, tucked in foliage under 
the Stone Arch Bridge, was very private, but Rand himself was quite visible, radiating a joyous 
appreciation of the arts and spiritual connection among all living things. When Minneapolis launched a 
series of interviews with familiar faces in downtown parks, Rand was the first person featured. Around 
PHC, he displayed enthusiasm for all sorts of esoteric subjects and for meditative hand dancing to music. 
 

.  
 

John Gries 
John was a dedicated, longtime volunteer and former Board member whose commitment to Peace 
House Community left a lasting impact. He had a quiet way of putting people at ease, and his wisdom, 
kindness, and thoughtfulness earned the respect of everyone who had the privilege of knowing him.  

Rezene Testatsion
Rezene Tesfatsion arrived in 
Minnesota from Ethiopia as a bright 
17-year-old college student with great 
potential and a dark past. He spoke 
little about his academic achievements 
and less of experiences as a child 
soldier in his war-torn country. At 
Peace House Community, he was 
well-known for jokes that played off his 

mock vanity and supposed fierceness, but throughout the 
wider community he was well-loved for quiet generosity 
and joy in the successes of others. 

Randip Satoskar, aka Rand
Randip “Rand” Satoskar was a brilliant 
hermit in the heart of the city. His tent, 
tucked in foliage under the Stone Arch 
Bridge, was very private, but Rand 
himself was quite visible, radiating a 
joyous appreciation of the arts and 
spiritual connection among all living 
things. When Minneapolis launched a 
series of interviews with familiar faces in 

downtown parks, Rand was the first person featured. Around 
PHC, he displayed enthusiasm for all sorts of esoteric 
subjects and for meditative hand dancing to music.

John Gries
John was a dedicated, longtime 
volunteer and former Board member 
whose commitment to Peace House 
Community left a lasting impact. He 
had a quiet way of putting people 
at ease, and his wisdom, kindness, 
and thoughtfulness earned the 
respect of everyone who had the 
privilege of knowing him. 

Joe Banks
Joe was a volunteer at PHC for 
many years before his health 
declined. This part of his obituary 
beautifully summed up Joe’s life: 
“Joe leaves behind a legacy of 
music, art, faith, service and quiet 
joy - a life shaped by community, 
sustained by belief and shared 
generously.”

Upgrades That Make a Difference
Facilities are hardly the most exciting part of Peace House Community, but we wanted to let 
you know about a few upgrades that we have been making around the building to make sure 
we can have the most welcoming space for our community members.

Pedal for Peace

Financial Update, Thanks to You

Thank you for making sure we can keep our doors open and the coffee warm for our community 
members! 
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Director’s Corner 
Since its founding, Peace House Community has always run with a small staff. I deeply 
appreciate how dedicated and skilled and competent and caring our employees are. We 
couldn’t operate without them. 
 
At the same time, having a small staff means we’re stretched thin, and not everything gets 
done. We’re good at prioritizing, but there are limits to how much any one person can do in a 
day. 
 
I have often been asked how I manage to do my job with so many competing responsibilities. In 
my case, “Executive Director” means I am the Human Resources, Legal, Community Relations, 
Fundraising, Communications, and Finance departments, along with supervising some of the 
staff and working with the Board of Directors to chart PHC’s future. When people ask how I get 
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As of the end of August, PHC’s financial situation is looking stable, and these days, that can 
be quite an accomplishment for a nonprofit. But in this case, it is an accomplishment shared 
by all of our supporters, not just a small group trying to raise funds for us.

As the graph shows, we’ve received close to what we’ve spent so far this year  
(blue columns).

Like most nonprofits, we rely on the 
last quarter of the year for a huge 
chunk of our annual revenue. Based 
on our experience in past years, we 
are confident that our supporters 
will ensure we end the year at least 
breaking even, and hopefully with a 
surplus.

Thank you for making sure we can 
keep our doors open and the coffee 
warm for our community members!

First, we redid our coffee area and installed 
a commercial ice maker. Before now, there 
was no free source of ice during the summers 
for homeless folks, or for the outreach teams 
that took water and other supplies to them. 
The remodel also allowed us to install a larger 
microwave for the community. Next, we are 
upgrading our fencing and security cameras. 
These upgrades will make the property more 
secure and will ensure that the community 
members can enjoy a safe and well-maintained 
building.


